
There are signs of unprecedented growth in the nuclear energy industry.
And Western Pennsylvania is helping to make it happen.

Across the globe electricity demand will nearly double by the year 2030. The growing need for
electricity and the desire to produce electricity without harming the environment has sparked a
robust desire around the world to use nuclear energy. As a result, Westinghouse is hiring, building
and investing. The company has hired nearly 5000 new employees globally in the last four years and
now employs nearly 6,000 in Western Pennsylvania, with major facilities in Cranberry Township,
Monroeville, Blairsville, Madison and New Stanton. Globally, employment totals 14,000.

Among the drivers behind this expansion is the Westinghouse AP1000™ nuclear power plant.
Currently, Westinghouse is building four AP1000s™ in China with the first units to come online on
schedule in 2013. Westinghouse also has six contracts for AP1000s™ in the United States and is also
pursuing new plants in markets across the globe, including India, South Africa, the Czech Republic
and the United Kingdom.

Westinghouse nuclear technology will help provide future generations with safe, clean and
reliable electricity.

Check us out at www.westinghousenuclear.com
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building and investing in our future.
W E S T I N G H O U S E  I S  F O C U S E D  O N

New Westinghouse headquarters, 
Cranberry Township, PA.

BEAVER FALLS • 724-846-1440

Price + payments with 
$4,500 cash or trade equity 

down plus tax, title 
+ license fees @ 84 mo 

@ 7.99 APR with 
approved credit.
Must qualify for 

the incentives 
available.

2010 CHEVY SILVERADO 4X2 REG CAB2010 CHEVY SILVERADO 4X2 REG CAB
Buy For

$$16,00916,009
MSRP ............................ $22,575
    MORROW DISCOUNT ......... -566
            REBATE .................. -1,500
                    CASH OR TRADE 

 EQUITY ....  -4,500

STK. #K053

or $249/mo.‘Donnie Iris
SIGHTING’

He’s your friendly neighborhood rock star
Scott Tady
Times Entertainment Editor

Donnie Iris is a rock star.
More important, he’s our

rock star.
A living landmark, an

approachable icon, Iris is a
regular Beaver Valley guy
who has thrilled us for
decades from atop concert
stages and then flashed us a
grin with a warm and sin-
cere greeting as we’ve
gawked at him in local gro-
cery stores, gas stations and
watering holes.

Does Tom Petty jump on
stage unannounced at Jef-
fries Landing to sing along
with a comedian? Does
Dave Matthews show up at
Kelly’s Riverside Saloon for
a Halloween costume party
dressed like the Tooth
Fairy?

Nope, but our Donnie
does.

Dozens of people risked
icy roads in December for
the chance to chat with Iris
and have him autograph a
case of his new King Cool
Light beer during a promo-
tional stop at J.R.’s Beer
Warehouse in East
Rochester.

C’mon, who among us
hasn’t bragged to friends
after a “Donnie Iris sight-
ing,” even if some of those
sightings are spurious, like

the guy who called the
WDVE-FM morning show
claiming he saw the rocker
squeezing loaves of bread at
a supermarket. 

“When you think of Pitts-
burgh, you think of Donnie
Iris — King Cool,” said
Aliquippa native and popu-
lar rocker B.E. Taylor, who

performed as a duo with
Iris in the late 1970s. “First
of all, he’s such a talent.
And he’s a really nice,
down-to-earth guy.”

Iris rose to fame national-
ly in early 1981, when the
Ellwood City native and his
band, the Cruisers, cracked
the Billboard Top-40 with

“Ah! Leah!” a smoldering
track hallmarked by a few
of Iris’ magnificent, piercing
screams. Two more Top-40
songs followed that year,
“Love is Like a Rock” and
“My Girl.”

Iris had tasted chart suc-
cess before, as lead vocalist
with Beaver Valley rhythm-
and-blues band the Jaggerz,
whose 1970 song “The Rap-
per” peaked at No. 2 on Bill-
board, while topping a rival
chart, also earning the band
a spot on Dick Clark’s
“American Bandstand.”

The Jaggerz’s success gal-
vanized bands throughout
the Valley.

“They showed us you
could be from Beaver Coun-
ty and make it,” said Rick
Granati, of the Granati
Brothers band, which
toured nationally with Van
Halen in 1979 and 1981.

Granati recalls being
among the throng of aspir-
ing musicians marveling at
Iris’ vocals and electrifying
stage persona when the Jag-
gerz were playing gigs in
Beaver Falls.

“Everyone wanted to be
in a band like the Beatles.
Well, they were the closest
thing we had to the Beatles
where you could almost
touch them,” Granati said.

See IRIS,,  Page G2

Times photos by KEVIN LORENZI

DONNIE IRIS, an Ellwood City native and current resident of Patterson Heights, has been in the national spotlight since
1970 when his band the Jaggerz recorded the hit song “The Rapper.” He is pictured here performing at the Altar Bar in
Pittsburgh’s Strip District earlier this month.
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CELEBRATE 
THE VALLEY

Railroad Watches

Open & Closed

Case Models

Gold or

Gold Filled,

Working or Not

Old Men’s Wrist Watches - 1950 &

before Gold & Gold fi lled

PAYING CASH FOR:PAYING CASH FOR:
GOLD • SILVER • DIAMONDSGOLD • SILVER • DIAMONDS
WRIST & POCKET WATCHESWRIST & POCKET WATCHES
COINS • COLLECTABLES • ESTATE ITEMSCOINS • COLLECTABLES • ESTATE ITEMS

YOUNG’S JEWELRY
181 BRIGHTON AVE., ROCHESTER  •  724-728-1202

American Express • MasterCard • Visa • Discover Accepted  •  Mon. & Fri. 9-7; Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 9-6; Sat. 9-3

GOLD IS NEAR ITS 

HISTORIC HIGH OF OVER 

$1100.00 AN OUNCE.

YOU WILL RECEIVE 

HIGHEST PRICES FOR 

YOUR GOLD SINCE 1980.

A GOOD TIME TO SELL 

IS WHEN YOU HAVE 

A WILLING BUYER.

SAME LOCATION SINCE 1974

34

Wheat Cents .................. (Loose Only)

(2¢ Each, Before 1930, 4¢)

Foreign Coins ................. Silver/Gold

Silver Bars ...................$14.00 And Up

Gold Billion Coins ..... (Call for Quote)

Class Rings (Gold) ........... $20.00 to

$100.00 Each

Pocket Watches (Old)

Silver Coins ....................... 9x to 12x

Face Value

Old Costume Jewelry .. (Before 1940)

Old Post Cards ............. (Before 1930)

Old Toys & Trucks ........ (Before 1960)

Advertising Items ........ (Before 1950)

Rochester

It Pays You To Get Our Price Before You Sell
We offer no gimmicks or coupons - Just Fair Prices!

GOLD RUSH 2010GOLD RUSH 2010GOLD RUSH 2010
THE TIME TO CASH IN IS NOW!THE TIME TO CASH IN IS NOW!THE TIME TO CASH IN IS NOW!

STERLING
SILVER

Spoons, Fork, Knives, Dishes,

Candlesticks, Holders, Tea Sets,

Pitchers, Jewelry Pieces, etc.

MUST BE STAMPED

STERLING. ALSO .999 COINS - 

MEDALS - BARS

10K, 14K,
         18K GOLD
                   Gold Rings,

Wedding Rings,

                   Class Rings,

                   Charms,

                   Chains

DENTAL GOLD
PLATINUM

DIAMONDS &
ESTATE JEWELRY
We are always in need of good 

                    estate jewelry & can

                  pay top dollar for your 

               items - Please

              Bring in for offer!

              Rings - Bracelets -

Pendants - Earrings - Loose

Diamonds

(WANTED DIAMONDS .25 CT. & UP)

Damaged Coins 

Bring Lower 

Prices. We Buy 

All Foreign Gold 

Coins. (Bring in 

For Offer.)

GOLD COINS
Dated 1933 and Before

$1.00...............$110 & up

$2.50...............$130 & up

$3.00...............$400 & up

$5.00...............$210 & up

$10.00 ..........$425 & up

$20.00 ..........$850 & up

SILVER DOLLARS

             Uncirculated $ Are Worth More!

             Damaged & Heavily Worn

             Coins Bring Lower Prices

COLLECTIONS WANTED

1878-1904 $12.00 & up

1921-1935 $12.00 & up

1794-1803

1836-1873

WE PAY TOP 
DOLLAR FOR 
THESE DATES!

PLEASE READ THIS!

PAPER
MONEY
All currency before 1928

Confederate & Fractional

Currency Brown Seal 

National Bank Notes

$500 & $1000

Notes / Silver Certifi cates

OLD POCKET & 
WRIST WATCHES

Wheat CentsWheat Cents ......................(Loose Only)(Loose Only)
............................(2¢ Each, Before 1930, 4¢)(2¢ Each, Before 1930, 4¢)
Foreign CoinsForeign Coins .......... ..........  Silver/GoldSilver/Gold
Silver BarsSilver Bars ......... ......... $10.00 And Up$10.00 And Up
Gold Bullion Coins Gold Bullion Coins  (Call for Quote)(Call for Quote)
Class Rings (Gold) Class Rings (Gold)  ..... .....$20.00 to$20.00 to
.......................................................... $100.00 Each$100.00 Each
Pocket Watches (Old)Pocket Watches (Old)
Silver CoinsSilver Coins
Old Costume Jewelry Old Costume Jewelry  . (Before 1940)(Before 1940)

Old Post CardsOld Post Cards ........ ........ (Before 1930)(Before 1930)

Old Toys & TrucksOld Toys & Trucks ..  (Before 1960)(Before 1960)

Advertising ItemsAdvertising Items .... (Before 1950)(Before 1950)

Old Walking CanesOld Walking Canes ... (Before 1960)(Before 1960)

Old Autographs Old Autographs  ...... (Before 1950)(Before 1950)

Masonic ItemsMasonic Items . (Anything Gold/Silver)(Anything Gold/Silver)

Masonic SwordsMasonic Swords ... ... ($20.00 And Up)($20.00 And Up)
Old PhotographsOld Photographs
German FlagsGerman Flags ....  ($20.00 and up)($20.00 and up)
Mantel ClocksMantel Clocks
Political ItemsPolitical Items ...(Before Johnson)(Before Johnson)
Pocket KnivesPocket Knives ....... .......(Before 1960)(Before 1960)
Wedding RingsWedding Rings .. .. ((Bought By Weight)Bought By Weight)
Tea Sets & TraysTea Sets & Trays (Must Be Sterling)(Must Be Sterling)
Railroad Pocket WatchesRailroad Pocket Watches
Proof Coin & SetsProof Coin & Sets ....... .......All YearsAll Years
Stamps U.SStamps U.S ....... ....... (By Appointment)(By Appointment)
PlatinumPlatinum .... (Anything Marked Plat.)(Anything Marked Plat.)
Dental GoldDental Gold ..... ..... (Bought By Weight)(Bought By Weight)

“MOST ASKED“MOST ASKED
QUESTIONS”QUESTIONS”

YES WE DO BUY...YES WE DO BUY...

OUR PROFESSIONAL BUYERS OUR PROFESSIONAL BUYERS 

WOULD LIKE TO PAYWOULD LIKE TO PAY

YOU CASH FOR YOUR ITEMSYOU CASH FOR YOUR ITEMS

FEBRUARY 24 - FEBRUARY 28FEBRUARY 24 - FEBRUARY 28

5 DAY EVENT
Wed. & Thurs. 9am-6pm • Fri. 9am-7pm • Sat. 9am-3pmWed. & Thurs. 9am-6pm • Fri. 9am-7pm • Sat. 9am-3pm

SPECIAL EVENT,SPECIAL EVENT, SUNDAY Noon - 2pm

Dimes 1964 & Before.............$1.10 & UP

Quarters 1964 & Before ........$2.75 & UP

Half Dollars 1964 & Before....$5.50 & UP

Silver Dollars 1935 & Before....$12 & UP

Half Dollars 1965-1970.......$1.70 & UP
*Prices subject to market changes.

and Better Date Coins

SILVER COINS
WE DO NOT SET UP IN 
HOTEL ROOMS...
We Have One Permanent 
Location in Rochester.

WE PAY 2X MORE
THAN HOTEL BUYERS

WE ARE NOT IN THE RETAIL 
JEWELRY BUSINESS, 
BUYING GOLD PART-TIME...
We Are Professional Buyers of Coins & 
Jewelry for over 34 years.

WE ARE NOT A PAWN SHOP 
OR LOAN COMPANY... 
We Purchase Your Items at Current 
Market Values, and Pay You Cash! No 
waiting for your money or e-bay.

WE DON’T JUST BUY GOLD…
We Buy Collectibles and Other Items 
as well as Gold and Silver.

WE ARE LICENSED BY THE STATE OF
PA & BONDED TO PURCHASE GOLD &
SILVER  AND ARE MEMBERS OF THE 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

COMING
SOON!

TRUNK SHOW • APRIL 23 & 24
Hundreds of Beads Available
Free Bracelet with purchase

of fancy clasp
PRIZES • REFRESHMENTS • GIFTS

“Every Bead Tells a Story”
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William Murphy
Funeral Home, Inc.

“A Commitment to Caring”
SERVING 

ROCHESTER AND 
SURROUNDING 

COMMUNITIES FOR

125 YEARS125 YEARS
William F. (Rick) Murphy, 

President/Supervisor

William A. (Bill) Murphy, 
Vice President

John J. Siger, Jr. - F.D.

349 ADAMS STREET, ROCHESTER

724-775-0309
www.williammurphyfuneralhomeinc.com

Family Owned And Operated
Since 1885

“Provider of Traditional Funeral “Provider of Traditional Funeral
and Cremation Services”and Cremation Services”

When “The Rapper”
became a smash hit, “it was
like somebody local going to
the moon,” Granati said.

The Jaggerz could have
left Beaver County for an
entertainment mecca like
New York or Los Angeles.
Iris and the Cruisers could
have, too.

“But our families were
here. And our friends were
here,” Iris said when inter-
viewed in January. “That’s
really why we stayed.”

Now a Patterson Heights
resident who’s retired from
running an Aliquippa mort-
gage company, Iris has no
regrets about his career
choices.

Well, there’s one thing he
doesn’t like about living
here.

“When I was younger, I
didn’t mind the weather, but
these winters are killing
me,” Iris said. “But that’s
the only thing about the
area I don’t like.”

But when the tempera-
ture turns warmer, Iris is in
his element. 

“I enjoy the golfing here,”
Iris said. “You can golf a lot
cheaper here than some
place like Atlanta.”

In summer, he’s often
spotted at Kelly’s saloon in
Bridgewater enjoying a bev-
erage under the palm trees
and grooving to whatever
local band is playing. Such
Pittsburgh groups as the
Weathered Road and
Sweaty Betty have juiced up
their press kits with testi-
monials from King Cool
himself.

“I just like being out and
about,” Iris said. “It’s nice to
see so many friends.”

Rock ’n’ roll remains a
passion, and he and the
Cruisers will spend time in
the studio this year cutting a
new album. They’ll play
select Pittsburgh shows, too.
In the meantime, Iris will
spread joy just by being our
friendly, neighborhood rock
star; always quick with a
laugh and an encouraging
word.

He’s not fazed by the
Pittsburgh-pronounced
cheers of “Hey, DAAHnee
EYE-riz!” that greet him
wherever he goes.

“I hear that all the time.
‘Hey, Donnie Iris!’ It’s
funny.”

Though for the record,
Iris firmly denies that he’s
ever squeezed bread in a
grocery store.

“That was just a kid who
called up the station mak-
ing a joke. But you’d be sur-
prised by how many people
have come up to me and
asked, ‘Hey is that true?’

“It would be even funnier
if it was.”

Scott Tady can be reached
online at stady@timesonline.com.

IRIS from Page G1

Times photo by KEVIN LORENZI

KING
COOL




